This is a collection of pictures of my great-uncle Tom Hickman, a well-known Texas Ranger from the 1920s and 1930s. But I’ll start with some videos you can find online. Too bad there is no sound. At age 70, he undertook a couple of trips on horseback to help publicize stock shows. 
A script is at https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc498715/
and video is at https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1813395/m1/
Here are some screen captures from the trip from Gainesville to Fort Worth:
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In this first trip he brags about stopping bank robberies at all of the towns along the way. That might not be far from the truth. The Clarksville case is probably the most famous. 
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The second trip was Dallas to Waco. The video is here https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1532177/
and there doesn’t seem to be a script. Here are a couple of screen shots.
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And some TV coverage of his funeral is at https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc2541734/m1/ 
The Miller Brothers 101 Ranch Wild West Show was a Buffalo Bill-like show with cowboys and Indians. Hickman spent a year with the circus, becoming buddies with Will Rogers (picture on right: Hickman, Rogers other), possibly Tom Mix, and others. They toured England in 1908 and performed for King George V.
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It’s easy to find numerous pictures of Tom Hickman as a Texas Ranger. As it says in the article here https://yohq.org/texas-rangers/hickman he was the “first celebrity Ranger” with his quotability to the press and his rodeo skills. Here are some. 
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Hickman front
Here is Ranger Company B, of which Hickman was the captain 1920-1933. Hickman is #5, next to Frank Hamer #6.
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Company B reunion, Hickman third from left next to Manuel “Lone Wolf” Gonzaullas
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Always with a hat:
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Often with a horse:
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Two pictures credited as being with his wife. His first marriage ended tragically when his wife accidentally shot herself.
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The picture below has been labelled as Hickman with wife and son on a boat to Europe, but I don’t think that the time frame is correct. The trips I have read about were in 1930, a work- and rodeo-related honeymoon,  and 1934, 3 years before his eldest son was born. I suspect it is from the 1930 honeymoon and he was posing with one of the child rodeo stars that he was performing with. Here is a story about the 1924 trip: https://yohq.org/ranger-press-clippings/hickman-london-rodeo-1924. 
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An interesting “story” is behind this picture. Hickman worked hard to put the bank-robbing Story family in jail. And yet, here is Hickman posing with Yancy Story and his new bride. 
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One of the weirdest bank robberies of the time has been immortalized as The Santa Claus Bank Robbery, where one of the robbers wore a Santa Claus suit – he was from that town and didn’t want people to recognize him. Hickman (possibly in the dark suit, white hat) had to calm an out-of-control posse as well as track the robbers. 
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Along with foiling bank robbers, the Rangers in Hickman’s time were busy destroying stills and enforcing Prohibition. On the left are Hickman and Tom Hamer in front of a large still. On the right is a group of Rangers celebrating a major clean-up campaign in Borges, 1927. Hickman is in the center with a victory cigar.
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Some artifacts in different museums.
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My belt buckle, produced by the Ranger Hall of Fame commemorating some famous Rangers.
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He had an interesting life beyond the Rangers. Here is a picture of the 1905 undefeated Gainesville (Texas) football team. I believe that my grandfather Hickman and his younger brother Tom are on the front row, center and far right. 
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He entertained everyone with rope tricks. 
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The Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
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He worked as a rodeo judge and performer for most of his life. In this program from 1932, Hickman is both a judge and a performer in the “Old Timers Roping Contest.” Somebody kept score but I don’t know what it means. 
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With his family.
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He worked as security for political conventions most of his life. Here he is in 1956 at a state convention not-so-quietly removing a heckling delegate from the hall.
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A 1958 gathering of four Ranger Captains: Hickman, Gonzaullas, Crowder, Peoples.
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The Texas Ranger statue at Dallas’ Love Field was not modeled after Hickman, but it’s fairly close. The model was a Company B Captain in 1960, who shortly thereafter was forced to resign amid a gambling scandal. Oddly, this is exactly what happened to Hickman. Among other places, you can see the story here: https://yohq.org/ranger-press-clippings/top-o-hill-terrace-hickman-1935. 
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Installed as Chairman of the Department of Public Safety, 1961, shortly before his death.
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Here are links to stories about Tom Hickman.
https://texoso66.com/2015/06/18/tom-hickman-texas-ranger/
https://yohq.org/texas-rangers/hickman
https://www.texasranger.org/Hall-of-Fame/Hickman-Thomas
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TWO TEXAS RANGERS KILL BANK
ROBBERS/CLARKSVILLE, TX 9 SEPT. RANGER CAPTA
TOM HICKMAN, CALLED OUT

WwWalu, 418 NTHIUETS UL LIE 1acuily:

' Two Texas Rangers

Kill Bank Robbers :

(By Assoclated Press.)

Clarksville, Texas, fept. 9.—
Two bank robbers met two Texas
rangers today. Both bandits are
dead.

The robbers were surprized when
they attempted to flee from the
Red River National Bank l,'re with
several thousand dollars in cur
rency. i

Ranger Captain Tom Hickman,
who was outslde the bank, called
upon the men to drop a suitcase
containing the loot when they smrz
ed for their automobile. One of
‘the ‘men attempted to draw a pls-
tol, Hickman said. Then Stuart
Stanley and Constable Ivy omean1
fire and the robhers fell mortallyl
wounded. \
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You are bidding on an original 8 x 10 press photo of Dallas Texas Ranger
Captain Tom Hickman, Yancy Story, Mrs Story. Mr. and Mrs. Story were
married in jail, Story was arrested as a bank robber. There are a couple of
thumbtack holes at the corners. Photographer Rogers. Dated 9/18/1925. The
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This fancy looking artifact is actually a spur that belonged to Ranger Captain Tom Hickman. It is a highly decorate Spanish
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1o 4 1921AC ColtThompson SN# 5070 w/ Hord Case.

This Colt Thompson Sub-Machine Gun, serial number 5979,
belonged to Texas Ranger Thomas R. Hickman.
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HICKMAN FAMILY — Tom Hickman, former head of the Texas Rangers, is pictured here with
his wife, the former Tina Knight of Gainesyille, and his two sons, Tam, Jr., (Dogic), Ieft, and David
B. (Get' Along). Hickman leff Gainesville 30 years ago Saturday to join the Rangers, and advanced
to head of the entire organization before retiring in 193, Now he operates a farm and Fanch in Cooke
county. (Boyd & Breeding Photo).

Tom Hickman Lett Gainesville
To Join Rangers 30 Years Ago
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By JIM JARROTT

A young man, full of ideals, in-
spiration and courage, left
Gainesville 30 years ago Saturday
to join the world's most famous
and picturesaue law enforcement
body and carve his niche in the
annals of Texas history.

That young man was Tom R.
Hickman, The date was June 11,
1919 and the organization— the
Texas Rangors.

Hickman is well known in
Cooke county as a rancher and
peace officer. He punched cattle
for many years and appeared in
rodeos around the country as a
roper and rider.

In the years from 1919 to 1935,
Hickman  firmly established his |
reputation as an officer of the
law. He rose in rank from a
trooper to captain of the Ranger
foree for the entire state of Texas.

In 1035, after the Texas Rangers
were mate a part of the Depart
ment of Public Safety, Tom Hick-
man returned to Gainesville. Ho
took over his old job as deputy |
sheriff of Cooke county, a job he
had served in several years be- |
fore joining the Rangers.

Works for Gulf Ofl

He stayed with law work for
a while then quit o devote his
time to ranching. In 1041, six days |
after Pearl Harbor, Hickman was |
employed by the Gulf Ol com:
pany fo organize a guard unit for
the protection of company prop-
erty, especially in the Gulf Coast
arca.

Today, Tom Hickman spl
his time between the Gulf Oil
company and ranching. He has a
1600 acre ranch located north of
Gainesville in the old Camp
Howze area and 150 acres south of
the city, where his home is lo-
cated.
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His ranching activities are con-
fined for the time being to xais-
ing sevoral registered Guernsey
cattle, horses and feed stuffs. Tom
often remarks to his friends that
he s “hoss poor.”

He owns a number of brood
mares that he has been breeding
10 a white stallion. The seventh
colt of the year “hit the gound
running Friday’

Joins Ranger Company

Hickman_arrived in Austin
June 12, 1919, and the next day
Was assigned to Capt. Jerry
Gray's Rangers, Company B,
The troop was stationed ar Marfa,
and on June 19 Hickman joined
the band,

Hickman recalled several in-
teresting incidents of his days as
a ranger but one {hat stood out in
his mind was soon after he joined
his troop. 1 remember {hat 1
had taken sick and was lying in
hospital bed in Fort D. A. Russel]
the night Jack Dempsey whipped
Jess Willard.

‘Another incident occurred late
in 1919 when Hickman in the
company of Capt. Gray, rode into
El Paso. Pancho Villa had just
raided Juarez, Mexico, just across
the river from El Paso. He re-
called that the Mexican rurales
were firing across the river into
the Texas city. Army officers
from Fort Bliss sent word to
Mexican anthorities for the firing
to stop. The Mexicans sent word
back that-they would stop “man-
ana” The U. S. troopers set up
a cannon near the river and fired
across, knocking the top out of
largo ‘block house. “The firing
from across the river stopped
jmmediately,” Hickman said.
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Promoted to Captain

Tn 1920, Hickman was promoted
to the rank of captain, He took
over company E, an emergency
company ereated to help enforce
law in the oil fields,

The next_vear, Governor Pat
Neff gave Hickman a choice of
ranger troops to command. Hick-
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man selected Compeny B. “1
wanted to command the ol
troop that I had been in. Ther
were a lot of good man in the
outfit”

In 1925, quring Ma Ferguson's
first administration, Hic kman
to0k over the command o the
Tangers for the safe. He re-
called that during his term ax
ranger captain he rented 23
houses in as many cities. This
Was over a period of six years.

" n 1924, Hickman went {o Lon-
‘don, England, to judge the First
Intérmational  Rodeo: He pre-
sented the Prince of Wales with a
Texas pony. “Hickman laughing-
Iy recalled that that same pony.
Kad been given away six fimes
and had been in five different
tountries, .

Upon his return from Europe,
Hickman conducted the investiga:
tion of the Denton bank robbe:
This case began early in 192, A
band of bandits were breaking
into banks_from Denion to San
Antonio, Hickman said that at
Tirst the outlaws worked only at
night, but_soon began making
daylight raids.

Werks on Bank Robber Case

In August, 1925, the outlaws
Killed a deputy sheriff in Denton
county, The rangers and other
law officers raided a ranch near
Argyle and picked up_enuogh |
evidence fo_prosecute the out-
Taws. Hickiman said that after the |
outlaws had been arrested, it took
five years to try them, In 1930,
the trials of the robbers were
ended—four of the bandits receiv
ing sentences.

On June 4, 1930, Hickman mar-
tied_the present Mrs. Hickman, |
the former Tina Knight, The pair |
went to Europe on their honey
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moon, chaperoned by the Sim-
/mons University Cowboy band.
In 1935, under the Allred ad-
ministration, the Texas Rangers
were reorganized and placed in
the Deépartment of Public Safety.
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Hickman quit the service af the
time and came back to Cooke
county to serve as deputy shetiif
for a number of years.

In addition to raising his two
sons, Tom, Jr., “Dogie,” and Da-
vid B. "Get Along” to be “real
honest-to-goodness brone _ stomp-
ers,” Hickman is currently train-
ing two white stallions as reining
| hotses.

Hickman helped organize and
president of the 49ers Square
Dancing club. He can stomp his
heels with the best of dancers.

Hickman remarked that squate
dancing is a lot different nowa-
days than when he used to ride
deross the Red river to the Indian
nation, Cowboys in those days
danced with their spurs on—and
heaven help the woman that got
{angled up in them.
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